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five days* cooked provisions, with baggage, artillery, ammunition, horses, to
follow.
Superintendent Thomas A. Scott of the Pennsylvania Railroad was called
in. Officers of the Baltimore & Ohio, and of other tailroads? were called to
Washington, and arrangements completed. From Bealeton, Virginia, to
Chattanooga, Tennessee (1233 miles), 23,000 men were transported in eleven
and a half days.
Every day while Rosecrans had operated around Chatunooga that month
the President had been keeping an anxious watch on East Tennessee, a. region
of mountaineers and hill people who owned no slaves and whose hearts,
many of them, Lincoln knew were with the Union cause. Month after month
since early in the war he had urged the importance of taking and holding
East Tennessee. The sufferings of the Union people of Missouri or Kansas
were slight in comparison. The East Tennessee people had voted more than
two to one against secession. They had lost horses, cattle, and grain to the
Confederate armies. They had by thousands journeyed in stealth over the
steep Cumberland Mountains, through brush and timber, to Union enlist-
ment camps. Hundreds staying at home had b^en thrown into prison,
hanged on suspicion of burning bridges, picked off by sharpshooters who
regarded them as Yankees and traitors.
Then in three weeks, early in September Bomside and the Army of the
Ohio had crossed the Tennessee line, entered Kingston* and marched into
EjioxviEe to be met by cheering crowds. Flags long Mdden were flashed out
into sunlight, officers and soldiers welcomed into homes.
Though repeatedly ordered to join Kosecrans^ Burnside delayed, and on
September 25th Lincoln sent him two telegrams suggesting that troops be
rushed to Rosecrans at Chattanooga,
Rosecrans under strain was cracking, putting into telegrams to Lincoln
many complaints of poor communications and subsistence, and such general-
ities as 'Our future is not bright'. Dana feared starvation or that the Confeder-
ates would soon drive Rosecrans* army out of Chattanooga, Rosecraas*
wrote Danas was sometimes as obstinate and inaccessible to reason as at others
he was irresolute and vacillating. *! have never seen a public man possessing
talent with less administrative power, less clearness and steadiness in difficulty,
and greater practical incapacity-----I consider this army to be very unsafe in
his hands.*
The Confederates had a hold on the Tennessee River by which they
blocked water transport of food and supplies for Rosecraas* army; and the
long rough wagon route that met rail connections with Nashville was
threatened. The Dana reports ran more gloomy that second week in O ctober.
Rosecrans was 'dawdling* while catastrophe hung close, starvation or